
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nasher Sculpture Center Announces Sightings: Anna-Bella Papp 
Nasher to Present First U.S. Museum Exhibition of Artist’s Work 
On View October 25, 2014 through January 18, 2015 
 
 
DALLAS, Texas (September 22, 2014) – The Nasher Sculpture Center announces Sightings: Anna-
Bella Papp from October 25, 2014 through January 18, 2015. Sightings: Anna-Bella Papp continues 
the Nasher’s Sightings series of exhibitions and installations by emerging and established 
contemporary artists. 
 
“We look forward to presenting Anna-Bella’s first museum show in the United States. Her work 
quietly and articulately challenges the traditional uses of clay while also making subtle inroads 
between sculptural modes of expression, from the ancient method of relief to the discreet, minimal 
object,” said Director Jeremy Strick. “The architectural references within these objects will also play 
off the clean lines and nuances of the Nasher’s architecture, making for a wonderful dialogue 
between the artwork and its habitat within the museum.” 
 
Anna-Bella Papp makes exquisitely restrained works in unfired clay. Occupying tabletops, the 
sculpted reliefs are intimate in scale yet suggest objects and spaces many times their size. Many of 
the works recall low-relief architectural models or site plans for minimalist earthworks. They also call 
to mind modernist reliefs by artists as diverse as Jean Arp, Alberto Giacometti, and Ben Nicholson. 
Although relatively flat, the works are resolutely sculptural, often worked on both faces and even, at 
times, their edges. In this spare, rectangular format, subtle inflections and minor surface articulations 
take on surprising power. Papp harnesses this extraordinary economy of means to moving effect. 
The works are at once abstract, yet highly suggestive, the most recent work drawing on literature, 
poetry, and life in the Eternal City, Rome, where Papp lives.   
 
Born in Romania in 1988 and currently living and working in Rome, Papp’s Sightings exhibition at 
the Nasher Sculpture Center will be the first solo museum presentation of her work. Organized by 
Nasher Chief Curator Jed Morse, the exhibition will be accompanied by the first museum publication 
on the artist’s work. 
 
Sightings is a series of small-scale exhibitions and installations that invites established and emerging 
contemporary sculptors from across Texas and around the world to create new work, sometimes in 
response to the unique collection and architectural context of the Nasher Sculpture Center.  The 
series focuses on artists whose work draws on modernist precedents, yet reconsiders accepted 
notions and generates new ideas about modern and contemporary sculpture.  In doing so, the 
exhibitions expand upon, invigorate, and re-contextualize the Raymond and Patsy Nasher 
Collection, which is noted for its strong holdings in work by modern masters such as Calder, 
Giacometti, Matisse, Miró, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, and David Smith, among others.   
 



In addition, inviting contemporary artists to engage the variety of spaces of the Nasher Sculpture 
Center in new, thought-provoking ways provides occasions to examine the evolving relationship 
between sculpture and architecture, also a hallmark of the modernist era. Previous Sightings 
installations at the Nasher have included works by Martin Creed and Diana Al-Hadid. 
 
The Sighting Series is generously sponsored by Lara and Stephen Harrison and the Avant-Garde 
Society of the Nasher Sculpture Center.  
 
 
About the Nasher Sculpture Center: 
 
Open since 2003 and located in the heart of the Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center is 
home to one of the finest collections of modern and contemporary sculptures in the world, the 
Raymond and Patsy Nasher Collection, featuring more than 300 masterpieces by Calder, 
Giacometti, Matisse, Picasso, Rodin, and more. The longtime dream of the late Raymond and Patsy 
Nasher, the museum was designed by world-renowned architect Renzo Piano in collaboration with 
landscape architect Peter Walker.  
 
Hailed by USA Today as one of the great sculpture gardens where art enhances nature, the roofless 
museum seamlessly integrates the indoor galleries with the outdoor spaces creating a museum 
experience unlike any other in the world. On view in the light-filled galleries and amid the landscaped 
grounds are rotating works from the Collection, as well as blockbuster exhibitions and one-of-a-kind 
installations by the most celebrated artists of our times. In addition to the indoor and outdoor gallery 
spaces, the Center contains an auditorium, education and research facilities, a cafe, and a store.   
 
The Nasher brings the best of contemporary culture to Dallas through special programs designed to 
engage visitors, including artist talks, lecture programs, contemporary music concerts, educational 
classes and exclusive member events.  
  
The Nasher Sculpture Center is open Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm and until 11 pm 
for special events, and from 10 am to 5 pm on the first Saturday of each month.  Admission is $10 
for adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for students, and free for members and children 12 and under, and 
includes access to special exhibitions.  For more information, visit www.NasherSculptureCenter.org. 
 

 
Download Images Here:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8574qx3k9gwanl9/AABLdDLvkKBkt3WDraAg7ihwa?dl=0 
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For more information and photos, please contact: 
 
Lucia Simek 
Communications Manager 
214.517.4002 
lsimek@NasherSculptureCenter.org 

 
Megan Radke 
Social Media and PR Coordinator 
214.242.5162 
mradke@NasherSculptureCenter.org 
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